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Dear Madam, Sir,

Please find attached a letter with our comments.

Met vriendelijke groet/ with kind regards,
Royal Van Zanten

Suen-Ying Fung

Plant Intellectual Property, Van Zanten Breeding B.V.
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Comments on increase U.S. Patent Fees

Dear Commissioner,

This letter is in reference to the proposed U.S. Patent Fees,
specifically the significant increases for U.S. Plant Patent applications.

The U.S. public greatly benefits from the introduction of new plant
varieties. The process of breeding, selection and development of these new
plant varieties typically takes a number of years and there is significant costs
prior to introduction. The cost of a U.S. Plant Patent is one of these costs
and a significant increase in the U.S. Patent Office's fees could be prohibitive
to many plant breeders’ programs.

These new products are not sold in high volumes nor at a high cost
per unit. Therefore, it can take many years to “payback” the development
costs, including the patent costs.

Increasing the U.S. Plant Patent fees will increase the financial
burden on us plant breeders and poses a financial barrier procuring U.S.
Plant Patents for our new plants and releasing them into the USA market.

We as breeder respectively request that the U.S. Patent Office
reconsider these excessive increases on U.S. Plant Patent applications.

Thank-you.

Respectfully submitted,
Royal Van Zanten,

Su-

Dr. 8.Y. Fung
Manger Plant Intellectual Property and License Contracts
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